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Current Volunteers / Voluntarios Activos
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ST. MARGARET OF

CORTONA

The Second Mary Magdalene

penitent of the  Third Order of St. Francis, born

er father was a small farmer. At the age of seven

ears Margaret lost her mother and two years later her fa-

her married a second time. Between the daughter and her step
other there seems to have been but little sympathy or affection,
nd Margaret was one of those natures who crave affection.

aint Margaret of Cortona was possessed of rare beauty. When
bout seventeen years of age she made the acquaintance of a
oung cavalier, who, some say, was a son of Gugliemo di Peco-

a, lord of Valiano, with whom she one night fled from her father's
ouse. Margaret in her confessions does not mention her lover's
ame. For nine years she lived with him in his castle

ear Montepulciano , and a son was born to them. Frequently she
esought her lover to  marry her; he as often promised to do so,
ut never did. In her confessions she expressly says that

thers who have described her in these early years as

had deepened the shadows of her early life to make her conversion seem the more wonderful. Even
during this period Margaret was very compassionate towards the poor and relieved their wants; she

was also accustomed to seek out quiet places where she would dream of a life givento virtue and
the love of God . Once some of her neighbors bade her look to her soul before it was too late. She re-

plied that they need have no fear of her, for that she would diea  saint and that her critics would come
as pilgrims to her shrine.

After nine years, she was at last set free from her life of sin. Presently her | overds

ing and tugging at her dress. She followed the animal into the heart of the forest, and there she sud-

denly stood before the blood stained corpse of the unfortunate man; his enemies had murdered

him whilst on a journey. It was characteristic of her generosity that she blamed herself for

hisirregular life, and began to loathe her beauty which had fascinated him. She returned to his relatives
all the jewels and property he had given her and left his home; Margaret left Montpulciano and with

her little son set out for her father's house as a penitent. One Sunday she returned to Loviana with a
cord around her neck. At Mass, she asked pardon for her past scandal. She attempted to mutilate her

face, but was restrained by  Friar Giunta. Her father would have received her, but his wife refused,

and Margaret and her son were turned adrift. For a moment she felt tempted to trade upon her
beauty; but she prayed earnestly and in her soul she seemed to hear a voice bidding her go to

the Franciscan Friarsat Cortona and put herself under their  spiritual direction . On her arrival at Cortona

two ladies, noticing her loneliness, offered her assistance and took her home with them. They
afterwards introduced her to the Franciscan Friarsat the church of San Francesco in the city. For three

years Maragaret had difficulty overcoming temptations of the flesh.

Naturally of a carefree spirit, she

felt much drawn to the world. But ~ temptation only convinced her the more of the necessity of self-
discipline and an entire  consecration of herself to religion. At times remorse for the past would have led
her into intemperate self-mortifications, but for the wise advice of her confessors. As it was,

she fasted rigorously, abstaining altogether from flesh -meat, and generally subsisting upon bread and
herbs. Her great physical vitality made such penance a necessity to her.
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Continued on next page

t Laviano in Tuscany in 1247; died at Cortona , 22 February, 1297.

he consented to her lover's importunities unwillinly. Wadding and

n abandoned woman , either had not rightly read her  legend, or
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14637b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15103b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04401a.htm
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05789c.htm

