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Fax: (602) 276.2119  

E-Mail: st_catherine@diocesephoenix.org 
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OFFICE HOURS 
HORARIO DE OFICINA 

Monday - Thursday: 9am-4pm 
(Closed 12pm-1pm for lunch/ 
Almuerzo 12pm-1pm, Cerrado) 

Fri - Sun: Closed/ Vier - Dom: Cerrado 
 

 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 

 

6413 S. Central Avenue  
Phoenix, AZ 85042 

 

Phone:(602) 276-2241  
Fax: (602) 268-7886 

Website: www.thesclions.org 
Principal/Director: Mr. Patrick Reardon 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
(602) 243ð 9057  
Calls accepted: 

 Mon, Tues, & Friday: 11am - 2pm  
(No calls will be answered at other times) 

ENGLISH  
Mon - Th: 8:00am 

Friday: 8:15am 

Saturday: 5:30pm 

Sunday: 6:30am & 10:00am 

TRIDENTINE  
 

Mon & Fri./Lun & Vier: 5:30pm & 8:15am  
(Every other Friday) 
 

Sunday: 8:00am (Spanish sermon)   

12:00pm (English sermon) @St. John Bosco Chapel
   

 

CONFESSIONS/C ONFESIONES 
Mon, Fri, & Sat 
Lun, Vier, & Sab:  
4:00pm - 5:00pm 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING  
December 24, 2017: $13,604.64 
December 25, 2017: $4,818.63 

ESPA¤OL 
Domingo:  

12:00pm 

1:30pm 
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Thinking about getting Married?  
Donõt have all your Sacraments? 

Please contact the Parish office for infor-
mation on  Marriage Preparation classes at 

least,  9 month s prior .  You can start Marriage Prepara-
tion even if you donõt have all your Sacraments. Call for 
more information. (602) 276-5581 ext. 272 

 

Pensando en casarse?  
No tiene todos sus Sacramentos? 

Por favor, póngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial 
para obtener información sobre las clases de Preparación 
Matrimonial , al menos, 9 meses antes. Puede empezar 
la preparación aunque todavía no tenga todos sus       
Sacramentos. Favor de llamar para mas información. 
(602) 276-5581 ext. 230 

Our lady of perpetual help  

Everyone is cordially 
invited to the 
devotion of  Our 
Mother of  Perpetual 
Help novena in 
English starting with 
the Rosary at 5:30pm 

at the St. Jose Maria Escriva 
Chapel next to parish office every 
Wednesday.  
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The proper education of children was something 
that St. John gave much attention to. Though he 
himself profited greatly from classical Greek educa-
tion, he made a frontal assault on the educational 
norms of his society as he argued for an authentic 
Christian education. The educational goal is to be 
no longer what had been established by Hellenistic 
rhetoric, but rather the Christian formation of the 
child as a spiritual athlete. . . . What Chrysostom 
was promoting . . . could be compared in gravity to 
a wholehearted rejection of state education in the 
post-Christian West. . . . He lamented that so many 
parents knew how their children were being morally 
polluted, but tolerated it as the status quo . . . . 
 
The best context for this Christian education is the 
pedagogy of the monastics, but since that is not al-
ways possible, the parents must make sure that the 
children have as monastic and spiritual an education 
as possible. It is incumbent on parents to exert the 
greatest concern regarding their childrenôs education. 
 
St. John lamented the fact that so many parents direct their efforts to insuring that their children become rich, instead of 
wise. Typically, parents took great pains to give their children training in arts, literature, and speech, but paid no heed to 
their acquisition of virtue. Just as some conscientious parents show immense care to insure that their children are pro-
gressing in secular learning, so they should show the same care to insure that their children are making progress in the 
school of the Church and in Christian development. 
 
Though Christian education was a theme that St. John visited in many contexts and at many times, as a priest in Antioch 
about 388 he delivered a famous homily, On Vainglory and the Right Way for Parents to Bring Up Their Children, which 
was dedicated to providing a paradigm for the Christian education of children. It is the portion of his corpus most densely 
given to this subject. In this homiletical treatise he argues the following: 
 
The pedagogical task is the responsibility of parents. They are the ones ultimately responsible for the education of their 
children. If they are to enlist the assistance of tutors and pedagogues, they must take thorough care that these are positive 
influences and helpful in the goal of acquiring virtue. Parents are to regard themselves as artists. Like painters or sculp-
tors they fashion their children. As painters place their canvas on the easel and add to it day by day, so parents must in-
spect their children daily, giving their leisure time to the improvement of the artwork, adding what is lacking and remov-
ing what is superfluous. 
 
Christian education must begin from the earliest age, for the lessons learned in early youth remain with the child for good 
or ill. Parents must make good use of the beginning of their childrenôs lives. When children are young they are like warm 
wax and the impress that they receive will soon harden and remain. . . . 
 
Chrysostom considered the most important instruction to be that concerning the Churchôs feast days. As God commanded 
the Jews to do, so Christian parents must teach their children the significance of the Christian feasts. To fail to do so is to 
be condemned as a neglectful parent, and to be such is to be worse than a murderer of oneôs own children. There is noth-
ing worse than to corrupt the soul, and to harm the soul of a child is far worse than to harm the body. 
 
Some parents allow their children to be formed by listening to satanic songs. Such parents need to be severely chastised. 
It is these neglectful parents who do not teach their children the Scripture stories. 
 
Therefore, in order to fulfill their educational tasks, the parents must have a Christian education themselves and know the 
laws of Christ, in order to pass them on to their children. If parents wish their children to be disciplined and well educated 
in virtue, they must be so themselves. 
 
Saint John Chrysostom still speaks, today even louder than in the fourth century. . . . those who have humility will find in 
him an able instructor, and will find a place of confidence in these confusing times. He radiates amidst the Holy Fathers 
of the Church as the great defender and sanctifier of the Christian home and city. Adherence to his teaching has pro-
duced innumerable saints in the Church, spiritually born both in the monastery and in the Christian home, and is capable 
of producing the same today.            {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜƻǊǘƘƻŘƻȄƭƛŦŜΦǿƻǊŘǇǊŜǎǎΦŎƻƳ 

The Education of Children  

According to St. John Chrysostom  


